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1. Introductions
Please see the list of attendees attached
2. Pressingissues
Dr. Mamenko summarised the difficulties faced by colleagues in Ukraine.
3. Feedback from EAP Executive Council

Following the last meeting of the SAG, the EC reviewed the burning issues identified by
the SAG.

The EC decided to prioritise communication about off-label medicines to support
prescribers, particularly for young doctors.

It may also be appropriate to contribute to the ongoing process for EU pharmaceutical
legislation.

4. Communication about off-label medicines
The group agreed to identify existing resources to communicate off-label medicines

Action Point: all members of EAP to send existing resources that support communication
about off-label medicines to MT and LL by the end of June 2022.

When the existing resources are available, members of the SAG will review them and
decide what to do next - this could include dissemination of high quality resources or
developing new resources.

5. Medicines Shortages

The European Medicines Agency is conducting a consultation about how to address
shortages of medicines.
The group made the following suggestions:

1. Medicines shortages affect all countries even in the absence of disasters such as war
and pandemic. Examples are antibiotics for UTI, insulin, and growth hormone
2. Pharma companies should have a responsibility to keep medicines on the market.
a. There should be a requirement to stockpile medicines, e.g. for a year, to
account for manufacturing difficulties and other disruptions.
3. Shortages can affect acute and chronicillnesses



a. Product substitutions can be very disruptive for children who get used to a
particular product
4. Shortages arose during the pandemic when medicines were diverted towards
treatment of sick adults.
a. Pandemics can be predicted so that pandemic preparedness should account
for maintaining supplies of children’s medicines
5. There should be consequences for companies if medicines are not available.
a. Financial penalties could be imposed
b. Companies that allow shortages should be “named and shamed”.
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